Coming Dates

Inter—-Center Forensic Tournament

Green Bay - - March -5
Deltsz Sigma Bho Speech Tournament ' S
University of sisconsin, Madison ---- March 1i-lz

Spring Meeting of 3Board of Control _
Memorial Union, Univ. of Wis. Madison March 17
Central States Speech AssIn Convention

Hotel Jeffersorn, 5t, Louis, ¥Mo, ——-—- tpril 1 - 2
Choral Speaking Festival

Kount Mary College, Milwaukee ——————n April 2
Governor's Conf., on Children & Youth

Madison ——esrmmm—— e e e tpril 14-15
WHSFA State Speech Contest

Univ., of wis. Madison ~-=—v+————w--v ipril 16
wisconsin IdeaTheatre Conference

Univ. of wis., Madison ———————mmw—wv June 4 - 5

wisconsin Ides Theatre Poetry Festival

Univ. of wis. Hadison —— June 5
Institute on Radio and Televesion

Univ. of Wwis., iadison —————v—ro——ee- July 8
Institute on Dreama and Theatre

Univ, of Wis. Madison -———————maav July 22
Institute on Speech Correction & “udic-

logy, Univ. of wis, kadison =——m————m wg. 5

Certificates of Merit

% post card for ordering Certificates of Ferit
earned by students in inter—school competition will
be sent with this Hews Letter,
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Latest Dates for Contests

Speech
league Contests —— ———— March 19
District Contests — April 2
State Contest April 16

Please try to aveid scheduling school programs on
dates that will conflict with those given abovea.

See the back cover of this News Letter for other
dates of interest tc speech coaches.

Last Call for duesl! You will not receive the
free declamations or Winning Orations until dues
are paid.
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One Act Play list 1955

The one—acht play list for next year will be
mailed out to all member schools with the

May News Letter., It is being sent in May so
that coaches may read plays during the summer
months when there is not such a demand for
examination copies and you will find nore

of :them availsble to you.

Professor Gard, of the sisconsin Idea Theatre
is again compiling the list,

o
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misoonsiy nlgu vunood furensic Aaaoclatj

Next Year's Problem ﬁrga:_ -ducatlaaal 1 Opportucities
Wisconsin coaehes and members -and affiliates of
the MUTA Committee apreed that the problem area fer
1454-56 should be Wow should educational opportunl—
tzes be increased for the. youth of the United States?

& record vote by the wisconsin sehools gave the
educational topic 25 firsts, labor-management 17
firsts, and natural resources § firsts, 50 of the
72-eligible schools participated in the referendum.
The Board of Control has:limited participation in
dzbate referenda to these schools which perticipated
in contest debating durine the previous year.

rwiseansinfsfvote was forwarded on to Bz compiled
in the national referendum which closed February 10,
Here again the voting was heavy but one-sided. Of
the hO leagues eligible to vote, 3L responded. Educa-
tion received 25 firsts, labor-management 7, and
nstural rescurces 2. '

The dlSCUSolOﬂ tonlcs ares

1 How can we increase educational opportunltles
beyund high school?

2 how siiould the ilocal state and federal ;[overn—
ments divide responsibility for educaticn?

3 dow can extra-curricular activities best con-—
tribute to the educetional problem?

The debate propositions. are:

1 - Resolwved: That governmental subsidies should be
eranted accordins to:need to hlqh“school grad-
uztes who qualify for additicnal training,

2 MHesclved: - That the educational privileges grrnted
tu veterans of the Korean war be nccorded to all
qualified American youth, :

3 Resclved: That the federal government should guar-

-antee higher education- t&xgﬂallfled.hlgh school
: griduates th?ough gragts t0 calleges and Unlver—
Sities




Wisconsin . chool Forensic Asseciation

State “Jrama Contest ™

"An audience which at times was more than
two~tundred ‘persons watched the State Drama Contest
which was held December 10=11 in-Bascom Theatre at
“the University of Wisconsin. Those who attended
witnessed a contest which set an all-time high in
the nimber of "4ts" awarded, with seven Schools
achieving that rating. The contests held in 1949-50
and 1950-51 had seen six YA!'s" awarded, which up.
to this year had ‘been-the most "A's" 'in the state -
finals. - Seven schools received: "B" ratings, and
two SChools were given "C" ratlngs.

The schools and plays which recelved "A" awards
were. Fond du Lac (Romznce of the Willow Pattern),
onnette (Minor thaCLe), Yilwaukee Marquette (The

Rising of the Moon), la Crosse Aquinas (The Doctor
in Spite of Himself), Ripon {Hello Out There),
lrilwaukee Mercy (Fog), and Hurley'w1th (Antlc Sbrlng)

"B" ratings in the contest.weretrecelved by
Richland Center, Shiocton, Soldiers’ Grove, Ashland
DePadua, ‘Merrill, Fau Claire Regis, and Lake Geneva.

*HCY ratings in the contest wete.received by -
Park Falls and Superior Cathedral,..

The three judges were:
kr, Sherwin Abrams, Janesville Community Theatre
tir. Pacey Beers, wisconsin btate College, Superior

Prof. Frederlck Buerkl, Unlver51ty of wisconsin

Lostv—One Class Elng

At the utate Drama Contest ] glrlls class_
ring was lost by Diane Hanson 172 Church Street,
Hichland. Center. The Tring had a ruby . stone and &

gold. frame w1th lnltlals R. ‘Co-and-D. He nyone
knowing anythlng about the ring please write her.

SCOUB L nign OCN00L roOrens.t ASsS0C13TA0M

wisceonsin High Wins Discussion Contest

Wiscensin High School ef Madison, which
finished second in last year's discussion contest,
was awarded top honors in this year's tournament.
The Wiscoensin High group was coached by flicbert
Skouge and consisted of:

Judy Lemon, Suzanne Fries, Rowena Green,
filliam Jueds, ard Dick Reznichek,

Each of the fifteen schools entered in the
contest tape-recorded a twenty-minute discussion on
the topic

YEhat Should be the United States
Trade Policy Toward Communist-Blec
Nations?"

The tapes were then Judged as group dlSCﬂSSlon
efforts. :

Second place in the finals went to Campicn of
Prairie du Chien; third place to Merrill High School;
and the defending champions, Whitefish Bay, received
fourth plece.

The judges were:

W. L. Brembeck, Univ. of wis. Speech Dept.

F. &, Haberman, Chairman , Univ. of wis.
Speech Dept. '

R. X. Huitt, Univ. of Wis. Political Science
Dept.




wisconsin High School Forensic Associati-~.

Béﬁbrt:of Preliminary Discussion Contests
(Numbers indicate ranking)

Section T.. Judge,fSherman_Gundersbﬁ; WSC, Oshkosh
. : ' ' 1 o

Jangsville o -
Hisconsin High . 2_
Marinette . 3
Stoughton b
Section II. Judge, karion Hawkins, wSC River Fells

Barron 1

~ Racine Horlick . s

. Winneconne . = . T

Section III. Judge, O. Gayle Manion, WoG Superior

Awery . L
Campion . o .2
lake Geneva . .3
Crfordville ' b

Section IV. dJudge, T. J. Mclaughlin, Uw"D-Nilw,
lerrill 1 o
whitefish Bay 2
Chippewa Falls . 3 .
Middleton ' ' Tl

Report of Semi-Finals

Section I. Judge, Grace Walsﬁ,'WSC Fau Claire

Merrill . 1
~ Wisconsin High e
‘ Amery — 3
Racine Horlick b

Section II. Judge, H. B. Brockhaus, Univ. of Wis.

Campion 1
khitefish 3ay 2
Janesville 3
Barron Ly

Wisconsin High dchool Forensic Association

Three 5Scheools T4é for First Place
At State Debate Contest

Fau Claire Senidr, wausau and west Bend tied
for the State Debate Championship with indentical
records of 7 wins and 1 loss. The winning debaters

from Eau Claire were Leslie Wwiberg, Rick Chilgren,

Maxine Brandt and Lonny Winrich, coached by Barry
Robinson. Representing wausau were Henry Timm, Ken-
neth Campbell, Irene Schlei and Richard Braun,coach-—
ed by E. C., Marguardt. The West Bend team was com—
posed of Charles Ceiger, Gordon Grissemer, Sonia:
Bernhardt, and Joe zenk, coached by Bruce Bertram.

Second place was awarded to Chippewa Falls
Senior coached by Dane Kurfman, with a record of
6 wins and 2 losses.

Third place was shared by debaters from Kenosha,
Two Rivers and Wisconsin High of Madison with iden—

tical records of 5 wins and 3 losses.

Other schools with their wiﬁs and,losées:.'

#ins  Lesses

New Richmond

| ) booLo
" Port washington 3 5
Amery 2 &
Appleton 2 6
danesville 2 &
Rninelander 2 &
Sheboygan Central 2 6
waupun ' 1 7




wlscon51n,H1gh ochool hf'sic Association

Beport to the Membersghip
on the- - - - .
" BAA--NUER Conference
E. C Marquardt, Off10181 kisconsin Delegate

How is the natlonal hlgh school debate question
selected? ' Is the NUFA Committee fair and competent¢§%

what part do high school debate coaches play in the
proceedlngs? , .

These were some of the guestions that ran
through my mind as 1 headed towards Chicago on
December 27 to attend the combined meeting of ‘the
Speech Association of America and the NUEA. Committee
"on Discussion end Debate Materials. I had been
appointed by the Board of Control to represent the
WHSFA on the Advisory Council to the NUFA Committee.
T was one of a total of approximately 35 delegates
who represented various state leagues affiliated
. with the NUEA Commlttee.

The flrst bu51ness to come: before us Was to
determine the official questions for the remainder
of the !'5h—155 season, An informal poll was taken
to see which of the three questions had been used
the most so far., It was discovered that the ques-—
tion that wisconsin debate coaches had selected
last October had been the one used most frequently.
The informal poll was followed by a formal vote and
the question selected wass

Resolved: That the federal government

- should initiate a policy of
free trade among nations.
friendly to the United States.

The council also recommended as the official dis-
cussion topic:
"¥hat should be the foreign itrade policy of
the United States??

-8 -
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The group then discussed the issue of having
three debate questions within a problem area or
going back to the old system of having cne single
question. OSince Wisconsin coaches had voted several
times in favor of the one gquestion, I made a plea
for going back to the cld system, It was alsc peint-
ed out that the Nationsl Forensic League Chapters,
which represent the best cross section ef debate
schools in the nation, had voted by a two to one
margin in favor of the single propesition. The
representatives, however, after much diccussion,
voted to retain the three question system by a vote
of 20 to L. :

As T listened tc the discussion I was impressed
by the sincerity, ability, and sportsmanship of the
representatives of the various state leagues. It
seemed to me, however, that not all of the leagues
provide the same opportunities to discover the views
of the principals and debate coaches within their
respective states as do we here in wisconsin.

(ur Secretary-Treasurer, Bob Schacht, serves as

- cheirman of the NULA Committee and presides at most

of the sessions. He did an outstanding job in the
difficult itask of directing the discussions and pro-
ceedings leading to the selection of new debate and
discussion questions, After discussing all sugges—
tions, five areas were selected for further considera—
tion. These weres

Education, national resocurces, labor,
agriculture, and special problems c¢f
youth,

Sub~committees were appointed and charged with
wording three discussion questions and three debate
propesitions in each area. Your representative was
chairman of the committee on "Special Froblems of

“Youth." Our sub-ceommittee met wednesday morning.

.._9....




Wisconsin High School Forensic &- ation

At the open meeting wednesday afternoon,
after each committee gave its report and recom—
mendations, the merits of each of the areas were
discussed with five minutes allowed for each
topic. The delegates finally chose three aress:

"Educational opportunities, national
resources, and labor problems.

A five member werding committee was asked to
frame topics and questions in these areas. At
the open meeting on Thursday, the werding com-
mittee reported and invited all %o express their
views. The discussion was fair and democratic.

" The final wording, however, is the decision of
the five-msn wording committee.

The questions asked at the begimming of this
article were answered for me as a result of heving

bezen the official delegate of the WHSFA., I learned

how the discussion and debate topics are selected.
I discovered that the NUEA Committee on Discussion
and Debate Materials is composed of a highly com-
petent group of hard working men, It seemed to me,
however, that high school principals and debate
coaches play too little part in the proceedings.

It would be a fine thing for many high school
debate coaches to be able to actively participatle
in the national proceedings which determine to a
large degree how their "debate life” is to be gov-
erned,

This debate ccach is grateful to the board of

the WESFA for having had the opportunity of being
its delegate.

10—
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Reactions to SAA Convention

From ¥rs. Gladys Johnson, Winneconne Community
Schools

NIt is too often true that high school students
fail to take advantage of the opportunities to learm
public speaking, because they cennct foresee their
needs of the future, ‘

"ir, Joseph Anderson, President of the Winne-
conne School Beard, who has recently been elected to
represent the second Winnebago District in the ¥is—
consin legislature said, :

'T certainly would like to get it across
“, the students that they should avail
ttermeelves of every opportunity -fered
" high school to take part in v-ivious

@ rging situations, for who knows where
their lives might lead them, Maybe they,
too, will be elected to the legislature
and have toc make speeches,'!

"Those are the words of a man, who, even though
past middle age, realized his lack of training in
public speaking and enrolled in a night class for a
Dale Carnegie course. He states that the opportuni—
ties were offered to the members of his high school
but he did not avail himself of them. Now, at con—
siderable expense to him perscnally, and at a time
when learring is more difficult for him than during
his youth, he feels the necessity for learning to
tspeak intelligently before an audience,!

"In an effort to help the speech teachers of ths
iinneconne Community Schools increase their abilities
in this field, he convinced the School doard to send

three of us to the Speech Ccnvention where we. recex-
ved considerable help and werth-while suggestions,”
-11-
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From Phyllis fansom, Stoughton High School

tIf I had to choose five adjectives to describe

the National Speech Convention in Chicago, I'd choose
scintillating, informative, verbese, stimulating, and
provocative, Certainly the great variety of meeting se
accommodated a wide variety of interests, The dis-—
cussion of the financial preblems of forensics across
the nation gave me a greater appreciation of the sup-
port given our high school program. I enjoyed the
opportunity to examine the new books and other speech
materials svailable. Renewing acquaintances with
others in the nation interested in speech was a
pleasure, All in 21l it was a fine convenbtion,”

From Mildred H. Thompson, A&lbany High School

"As a teacher in a small high school I cone
sidered the conference an cpportunity for enrichment,
It was a gratifying experience to talk with.teachers
in other parts of the country who have the same
problems as we have in a high school ferensic program.
Ideas were genercusly shared and I came home refresh-
ed and encouraged."”

From Mrs. Georgia Mueller, Antigo Senior High School

"I have always been proud to be a member of
the Speech Association of America. Today, after
attending the 195l Speech Conference I am even more
convinced thait my chosen work as a high school teacher
is cne of the greatest in the educational field. i
Since I am especially interested in interpretation
and theatre, I attended the sectional meeting in
these fields, Ieaders from all over the United States
made important contributions. I had an opporiunity
to listen to authorities, to participate in discus-—
sion, to watch demonstraiicn classes, and to visit
with my colleagues from all over the country."

—19~
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Financing of wHSFA Activities
(Report on Survey)

"How do other schools finance their speech
activities? This problem came up at the November
meeting of the Board of Control, and the members
decided to try to find the answer, A questionnaire
was prepared and sent out to all member schools with
the November News letter. 163 replies have been
received, giviig us a good random sample of the
schools in' the state... : - :

‘Respondents were instructed to reply only in
terms of the activities sponsored by the wHSFA. The
responses sre tabulated on the following pages.
Tables I, II, and III indigate the amount of money
spent on each activity, while Table IV indicates the
source or sources of the funds, In Tables I, 11, and
ITII the Mrange of expenditure” indicates the smallest
and lergesi amounts reporued for that ‘adtivity. The

wmean" is s simple averrge; and the median.is the |
middle number in a list arrasged from smallest to -
largest, - . ' o R

EjiIt is rather difficult to -draw .any.profound. .
conclusions from a study of this nature. . The most
obvious finding is that the primary Source of finan-
cial support for speech activities is the Board of
Fducation. However, the value of this study lies
not in searching for conclusions at the state office,
rather, it is in affording you the opportunity to
compare your fiscal policies with those suggested by

.- this -data. .

=13~
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cisconsin High School Forensic Association o wisconsin High behool Forepsle f.. .zidon
L _ v
Table 1 R
Debate . o -; ' - Source of the Funds
3ize of No, of Range of - o ll :1} Source % Proma Debare e )
SR oY o Y Oy ' 70 Replies) (L0 replies) (159 repl
School _Rgplles pregdltures ﬁén Median® 5 Board 150 T 29 : 29 - 85
19 or less 3 . $30.00 $98.23  $71.07 $85.00 [ e B & ¢ 0
150-34k9 - 14 5,00 250,00 B81.70  35.00 . o€ L 2 6
350 or more 21 36.00 1000.00 231.55 135,00 L o 31 6 39
Totals 38§ 5,00 $1000.00 _ $163.66 § 5L.00 : ‘ — -
| N | . Activity 100 13 6 25
Table IT ¥ Fund 5. 1 2 . 6
Drana ! , 50 - Iy - 0 2 6
—— ‘ ' , \ ¢ . - 52 31 111
Size_ofr No. of Range of , 1
School . Heplies Expendltures ¥ean Median ‘Funds "lQO 1 o 0
149 or less 18  7.50 $160.00  464.06 $50.00 armed gg - g ? _
150~349 29 5.00  225.00  68.79 50,00 o > 5
350 or more 15  25.00  150.00  52.42  35.00 : PR 67 C 37 118
Totals 62 95.00 $5225.00  463.05 550,00 ~= —
\dmis- - 100 9. 1 5
' _ sions . - 75 5 0 0
" Table III - ' .5 U50 8 0: L
Speech _ . 25 5 -0 -10. .-
_ : 0 L7 39 140 .
Size of No. of Hange of |
. Schoaol Heplies FExpenditures Mean Median
149 or less 51 12,00 $225.00 $51.25 $45.18
150 - 3k9 5% 10,00 250,00 77.L45  65.00
350 or more 3L 15,00  300.00 121,22 100.00
Totals 140 10,00 300.00 §78.55 7 5E1-00 .
- ~on
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wisct~  "ligh School Ferensic Association

Central States Convention

Every teacher of speech will find meebtings
of interest on the program of the annual convention
of the Central States Speech Associstion on April -
1 and 2, 1955, at the Hotel Jefferson in St. Louis.
Plans nave been completed for an expanded program %
which has been carefully arranged te avoid schedule
conflicts between sectional meetings relating to
any one area or subject. '

3

‘Because the C35A officers believe that a
regional meeting offers certain ovportunities not
always found at the larger national meetings, special
attention has been given to panel discussions and
symposia dealing with professicnal problems of the
classroom teacher at all levels—-not only college,
but secondary and elomentary as well.

Areas represented in the CS5A Convention program
include:s Communication; Flementary Schecl Speech
Frograms; Forensics; Interpretation; Ministerial
Training Programs; Public Address; Radic; Secondary
school Speech Pregrems; Speech and Hearlng, Tele~
vision; and Theatre,

fimong the wisconsin teachers who will be on the
program are Mary Jane Ryan of Washington High Schocl,
kLiilwaukee. Rcbert Skouge of Wiscensin High School,
IFadison, Rod lcPhee of the WHSFA, w. L. Brembeck
and John Dietrich ¢f the Unlver81ty of Wiisconsin

Extemporansous Speaking

Each school is responsible for securing its
own magazines from which topics for extemp speaking
will be selected. OSee p. 6 of the September News
letter for rates and addresses. Each school should
subscribe to at least two of these magazines.
~16~
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" Three Speech Institutes
Announced for Summer Session

The Department of Speech 15 sponsorlng

Ethree 1nst1tutes during the summer session.. jOn“ :
July 8 an institute in rad;o and televlslon is to -

be held, Prefessor warren Guthrie, Chairman of the
Speech Department at western Beserve University, 7
Cleveland, Ohic, and a news telecaster, will be the
guest Speaker. On July 22 an institute in drama and
theatre will be conducted. The speaker is _to be
Professor F. Theodore Cloak Director. of Lawrence
College Theatre, Appleton, wisconsin. On Auglst 5
an institute .in speech correction and audlology'w111
be held.. Prcfessor Jon Eisenson, Director of the ™
speech. cllnlc at Queens College, NeW'Ybrk‘w111 be °
tae spaaker. : ‘ . :

These 1nst1tutes W1ll be of 1nterest to general
speech students as well as to speech {eachers and
therapists. . The programs are designed to give. infor—
mation which will increase understandlng and appre-
ciation .of the three areas of speech.represented,
and also, provide . 1nstruct10n which will contrlbute
to greater. teaching effectlveness in these areas.

For further informatipn address

“Professor Herman H. Brockhaus -
. Department of Speech : : f
" University of wiscomsin = -

Madlson 6 Wis,
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kn Experiment in Judging Extemporsaneocus ieading

Speech cosches are perennially interested in
the problems of Jjudging and many of them have asked
that we consider some of those problems at  our
speech institutes. As a result the following
experiment was devised by Dr. uynett Barnett and
¥r. Rod McPhee and conducted with the cooperation
cf everyone attending the 1nst1tute held at .white—
wpter Jamary 13, 1955. :

Three students, Katherine Korth of Lake Mills,
Marths Bromley of whitewater College High, and Fred
Christians of Johrnson Creek, gave extemporaneous
readings in the auditorium before the entire insti-
tute audience., These readers were judpged by three
groups of judges: (1) Three official judges;

Mrs. Julia Mailer and Dr. H. H. Brecckhaus of the .
University of Wisconsin, and Dr. Jack Vrieze ef uwSGC,
Whitewater; §2) the 2l bigh school coaches present,
and (3) the 326 students present

" The table below reveals how the ratings varied
on the different speakers.  They show that while
there was generally c¢onsiderable agreement on rat—.
ings, there were some large differences of cpinion.’

" ‘This was especially noticeable for speaker three.

- Table
tatings Speaker 1 Speaker: 2 Speaker 3
vy I3 B C A" B C A B O
3 Judges 3 o 1 2 i1 1
2l; Coaches 15 9 g 16 1 15 8
326 students 219 1061 1 65 260 45 196 85

what factors might cause these different ratings?
The three offieial judges and Mr. McPhee had a panel
discussion based on this experiment and suggested

several items, One was that the background of the
18-
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judge made a difference; that is a judge whose
major interest is public speaking naturally has a
somewhat different approach than a drama teacher,
no matter how objective each tries to be. 'n
interesting point came up concerning speaker 3,

. who read a selection about a hunter in “frica. The

judge who awarded this speaker an ' had forgotten,

but remembered during the panel discussion, that

the night before he had been reading a book about
big-game hunting, which subconsciously ingreased
his interest in the selection. The panel members
agreed that while it is desirable to attempt to be
as objective as possible in judging a speech, in
the final analysis each speech must be considered
as an artistic whole, and the judgement of any art
must of necessity be ultimately subjective, Coaches
should help their students realize this, and aveid
over—emphasis of ratings.

Other points raised by the panel included dis-
cussion of the fact that in most contests it is
the "'." winners who ask for comments from the
judges, while the B and C winners, who need the
most help, usually disappear after the ratings are
announced, Students were also urged to spend more
time at the contests listening *c speakers from
other schools, rather then running around in groups
toc hear only speakers from their own scheol.

The panel members recommended that those nes-
ponsible for arranging the contests make sure that
time is5 allowed for oral ~omments by the judge.

Mo person can possibly de an effective job of judg—

ing when he is asked to hear 30 or JO speskers in.
a row, eat a hurried meal, and then hear another
10 or 15 speakers. 1f the judge is considered not
3s a person who is there te "pick winners,” bul as
a speech teacher whose main task is to assist the

student, then the educational funbtlon of the con-
test w1il be realized. ~19~




