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will be made by the Doard to scheduls one in Clintonville this vear since
there was no Ingtitute in the Northeast last year. Pogsible dateg ==
December 2, December ¢, Jenuary 13.

Beclematovy Contests. Through the cooperative spirit of Miss Gwendolyn E.
Gibbs, Beaver Dem High School, we ars able to include in this issus a sum-
mary of her Master's thesis in which we Ffelt comches would be very much
interested.

Nationel Assosliation of Teachers of Speech Meeting comvenses in Chicago
this year, Docember 26-31i. This affords an unusual cpporbunity for teachers
and others inmbterssted in spsech in the central section %o attend this great
National comelave. A very interesting and helpful program is always planusd,
The detailed progrem is not available et this time but will be sent as soon
as available by the szecretary o auyeone inierested.

Speech Segtion of the 3outhern Wisconsin Education Asgociation scheduled
in Madison Fgbruary 9-10 will alse have a both interssting and helpful
program ineluding en address by Professor Cladys L. Borchers on speech teach-
ing in Toreign countries. Miss Borechers wes privileged to lecture in England,
Switzeriand, and France during the past spring and will have a message wvery
puch worth while. A panel discussion by high school students is alsc con-
templated. : :

WISCONSIN HIGH SCHOOL FORENSIC
ASSOCIATION NEWS LETTER .

"Not to defeat each other, but to pace one ancther on the road to excellence.”

Vol. X3 MADISON, WISCONSIN, NOVEMBER, 1939 © Now 2
Additional. copies available ic member aschools at flve cents each.
Copies available to other then member schools at ten cents each.

SCHEDULE FOR CONTESTS, L93598-403

REGISTRATION. ¥inal dste for roglstration for all confests except
dramatics is Deeember 15.
DRAMATECS:
November 2 -~--- Latest date Ffor rsgistration
November 16 ---- Latest date for first round
November 23 ---- Latest date for second round
Docember 8 ~wmu- Latest date for ssctional ocontest
Dscember 15 ~~-~ Date for stets contest -- Madison East High Sehool
DEBATRE: .
Fabruary 3 -4 #- Latast date for district debales
February 17 4a%. Latest date for sectional debstes -
<=L Latest date for state debates L/f”f

Latest date for leagus program
Latest date for distriet program
Latest date for state program

"Under dictators cltizenship ceases to requirse self-expression smnd &
demands mute obediende in its &stead. Moral: Intslligent sell-expression
iz te base of successful Demooracyi® A B

: The Rostrum, October, 1959 . '

:

TWell tahght processes in argumentation end debating ave basie im .
sound sducation for 1ife work. They train the mind to visualizs -- tg "
Look backward into the past, to observe the passing moment, or to peer’
into the subject matter under inquiry with all its nexus of contending
faetors each thrown inte right perspective ... .....The power ito desl
eritically witk faets 1s the true subject matter of sducation.®

From "How My Debate Training Helps Me In My Life Work" by
Robers W. Kelso.

The Gavel of Delta Sigme Rho, March, 1857 - .
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Tomal Howard M. Lyon, T. J. MeGlyna, De Pere
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Chas. A. Jahr, Elkhorn -




2 Wisconsin High Sehool Forensic Assosintion

WISCONSTH HICH SCHOOL FORENSIC ASSOCIATION
REPCRT OF TREASUREHR
Wovember 1, 1938 ~ Ngpvember i, 1939

BALAWCE, November L, 1938, cccncovnncsascrasnsvsssosossnonncarcnssae $OLT 16
INCOWE: HNovember 1, 1938 - November 1, 193%:

Dues.n.,,...\...,N.a9.“.”w”.sunnu..wmMM.WQBS 0o

58lECtioN e co enancasononescssoncssssconsonacnoann L7FeT7

MiscellanoouBensssssooosasnancsouosscsacassusan 13,50 1826,27

a

DISEURSEMENTS: November 1, 1938 - November 1, 1939
Mimeggrarhing end Printing {Mimecgraphing -
$122.78 {41,320 pp.}; Printing - $874.730..., $597.08
Telephone - Postage - Envelopes - Post Cards... 368,97
Supplies (Debate Handbooks, Supplements,
. Memile FEavelOpSS8)seecrsasacenssnscnsnncesnos Lobedl
Hissellanecus (Breskfasts, Lodging for State
COntEsEaNTS) ascncosnssonascnsnonansnesrsascee LOB.36
TraT8l.ocnconnscosnnosncnssssasasnpesssvsascesn Lok BB
CuttingSeasccsvoosocsnnonasasqesvonscssasnansana 28,50
Beoners - Badges ~ Medels ~ CupSesessassocanaos L0052
Instituto EBXDONE8Basssscssososacosrosasmsacrsst Lok 0D 1734,84
Balance November 1, 1989 ivacosonssssB70%,19
0. H. PLINZKE, TREASURER
{Since the Speech Institute was held Qetober 28,
an item of $77.40 is not included in this statement.)

TDECLAMATORY CONTEST PROCEDURES
by
Gwendolyn E. Gibbs, Beaver Dem High School

Although the question of declematory contest procedurss has long been
eontroversial, today justification for the very existence of the svent is
being challenged. I% has besn, therefore, the purpose of a recent investl-
gation to discover and svaluste modsrn tremds in this extra-currisular ace
tivity apparenily on itrial for lifs.

Gathering materisl invelved contacting the Netional Forenszic League,
certain private colleges, and all state colleges and universitias in the
United Stetes. An iptroductory letter sought to determine whether sach group
eoncernsd operated under a constitution or undsr rules and whether or not
amendments to exlsting constitutions were being contemplated. Although Tew
suggoested revisions were discovered through this initial jinguiry, it was later
learned that Minnescta hed introduced several changes which merit Tavorabls
regognition. A later inguiry requested copies of current constituiions or
regulations, and this seme appeal went out to all speech representatives named
in the December 15, 1%37, annual report of the Commlittee for the Advancement
of Speech Education in Secondary Schools,

All information in thse comstitutions received was tabulated under sighty-
nine units, the arrengement within each unit being alphabetical. The con-
tribution of each staite or the N.F.L. was queted werbatim. The seven major
divisions vnder which these seighty-nine items were corganized were: training
snd evaluation, preparation for contests, personal aligibility, seleeticme for
declamations, conduct of contests, organization, and supervision and expenses.
Every item of infermsticn pertaining to high school declamstory contests was
usad st lsast once in thls tabulation. Those items used more than once o0wWe
their repetition %o the fact that they were highly sondensed, & single senten
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fﬁaquentlv sarrying ralings on thrse or four subjscis. : R

When sach tabulation bad besn completed, a comprehensive pihtura Gf the
sltuation in g1l states regarding that pariiculsr rulisg wes svailable. The
closing paragraphs of each updt comprised = summary in which an attempt was
made to site prevailing vendencies and o meke recscamendations.

It is significant that out of our foriy-slght sitates o iotal of thiriy-
cng retain in some fopm that speech event known as the declematory coniest.
0F these thirty-one states, tweniy-nine have framed their own constitutions
or Tiles, whils twe fuﬂctlon wndsr the gsneral regulations endorsed by the
H.F.L, Wpile Taurteen siates report no deslamatory eyents, a generous per-
centage of these condust no okher spesch sonteshs elther. One state rsporis
cperation wndsr very eketohy orgenization, whils the remaining iwo have subw -
mitted information so inecmplete as to be valnelsss. :

Although thiz detailed stndy has failed o disclose sgpectacular procadures,
it has dsmonstrated that the problems which ver our colleaguss in o ther states
and those which give us concsrn are ossentlally the ssme. The followlng com-
ments deal with problems which, though familiar, are increasingly troublesoma.

Fital %c the survivel of dsclamatory contests, if, indesd, they shouwld
end can be preserved, is mors vigilant sitentionm %o the literary quallityof
gelectiona. Upon the coach who hopes o continus this event rests direst
responsibility Tor the elevation of stendards. Before he sngages the efforte
of nigh aohool pupils through long perdeds of preparaiicn, sweh a coach must
male sure that the szelections used are worthy of unmeasured time and efford,
When he has found a selseiicn that "grows® on both the contestant snd himself -
ingtead of "wearing ous” in a fsw rohearsals, be may be assured that he has
shosen wizely. .

Eithovgh bime limits very, in the several ebates, from Firve minutes to
fiftesn minutes amd Fifty-nine seeonds, & marimum of Pen minutes predominatss,
Pogsibly the plen which has now besn introduced in Minnesota way merit trial .
in Wisconsin. This plan provides for limitetion «f ihe werd cownt of a manu~
seript, and by judicious cutting such limitation can be achisved in the 1n13181_
preparation of a reading. The contestant, no longer apprehensive sboul timlng,
nay devote his entire ensrgy toward sffective dslivery. .

The peraistent fesr of turning out studentsz possessing a Ythin vensar of',ﬁ'
slocutionary training” has resulted in definite regulatica by twenty states,
Wearly all of these recognize declamation as a tolel interpretative activity,
employing a1l four of the reguisites of good speech. Thess requisites, which
are: thoughts and Feelings sbout which to speak, lesnguage in which to sxpress .
ideas, veooal powsrs with which to eppeal to the sar, apd bedily expression with -
which to impress fthe eys, arse modifisd fo sult this specific activiiy. 2

There is evidenee that al lesst six statss alrveady follow a ranking ayﬂtﬁm:f
similar 4o thet which made its initial Wisconsin appearance during the 1959 :
district events. Some states employ Five clagsifications, namely; fair,
adequate, good, 7ery good, and supericr. Possibly this ilsrger number of divi-
siong might obvlate clarification for judges of the exact meesuings of the three. .0}
termes now used in Wisconsin. Minnesois assigns to the ssveral groups numerisal .
values of ops to Tive points, to be used only %o facilitats averaging. With
inient to oullify widely dissenting pallots, this plan provides that a con-
tesvant who receives a given rating from a majority of judges will retain tha®-:
placement as his final evaluyation, i

Though it appears Prom this survey that many stetes favor limiting compew .
tition %o member schools, there remain sound avguments against such narrowsd
antirvity. Since one potent device for increasing polse and grace befors an =~ E
audience is to appear before as meny audiences &g possible, 1t would ssem that .
no reascoable invitation should be ignored. What, other then broadened ex- 00
perienes Yhrough bearing others and spesking before them, could possibly be the3_fl
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cutcome of friendly competition between schools? Wisconsin is unigue in

its wealth of opportunities Tor such practice competition and the valuable
student contacts which are its by-products. Statewide in scope is the
progrem of annual speech institutes sponsorsd by the Wisconsin High Schosl
Forenaic Assoclation with the cooperstion of the Department of Spesech of

the University of Wiscomsin, and excellent opporiunity for student devalop-
ment prior o league events 1s provided at the smnual invitational declamatory
meet sponsored by Washington High School, Milwsukee.

Space in thls article prohibite further comnent regarding the findings
of this detailed investigation. Wisconsin, whose present constitution is
admirably concise and incluslve, is indeed qualified to essums a leading role
in initiating further changes in forensic contest practicss.

FUTTURE FPARMERS OF AMERICA

Districts and Secticns for the Wisconsin Publie Speaking Contest -- 1939-40
SECTION I - Vice President, Jack Vennes, Menomouis
Distriet 1. Polk =nd Burmetd Counties
Frederis, Gramisburg, Luck, Milltown, Webster
2. Polk County .
Anery, Balsam Lake, Cleyton, Clear Leke, Osceola,
8%, Croix Falls
3. Dump, S%t. Croiz, snd Pierce Countiea
Baluwin Downing, Glemwood City, New Richmond, River Falis,
Roberts
4. Barron, Bayfield, Dougles, Sawyer, snd Washburn Coumties
Barron, Cameron, Cumberland, Heyward, Ondossagon, Rice Loka,
Shell Lake, Spooner, Turtle Lake
5. Rusk and Price Counties
Bruce, Hawkina, Ladysmitk, Phiilips, Tony, Tripoli
8. Dunm, Pepin, and Plerce Counties
Arkans°w Colfaz, Dusn County, Durand, Lilswovth Elmwood,
Pilum Glty, Prescott, Spring Valley
SECTION I - Vice Pregident, Rudolph Christ, Arcadis
7. Chippeswa and Bay Clairs Cﬁunties
Auguste, Cedott, Bloomer, Chetsk, Chippewa Falls, Eau Olairs,
New Auburn, Stenley, Thorp
8. Clark and Marathon Counties
Abbotsford, Athens, Colby, Dorchestsr, Greenwocd, Loyal.
Owen, Stratford
. Clark, Marathom, end Wood Counsiss '
Auburndaie Marathon, Mershiield, Neillsville, Stevens Point,
Wood Oounty
10. Buffalo end Trampealean Counties
Avcadis, Blair, Oochrene, ({lmenton, Independence, Mondovi,
Nelson, Whitehall
11. Jackson, Lelrosse, Monros, and Trempealsau Counties
Alma Center, Black River Falls, Galesvills, Helmen, Melreose,
KMindoro, Sparta, Tomah, West Salem
12. LaCrosss, Monroe, and Vernon Jountiss
Cashton, Birey, Kendall, Mauston, Norwalk, Onisric, Wiliton
SECTION IIXI - Vica President, Frenk Wing, Barabos
13, TVeroon and Crawford Countles
Gays Mills, Hillsboro, LaFarge, Seneca, Viols. Viroqua,
Wosthy, West Lims

il
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14, Richlend and Sauk Dounitles e
Arene, Baraboo, Lone Rook, Wazemanis, Fralrie du Smc, 0
Resdsburg, [thacm, Richland Center, Sauk City, Spring ::_;';
Green, Wisconsin D&‘ls SOUN
15, Grent snd Crawford Dounties -' Rt
Bloomington, Boscobel, Blue River, Cuba Tliy, Fennlmore,-_-.q
Lancagter, HontTort, M. Hope, Muscods, Flatd ev1lleq
Wauzeks )
146, LaTavetts and Tows Couniies
Argyle, Beimont, Blenchardvills, Darlingten, ﬁodgﬁvilies
Highlend, Mineral Point, Shullsburg
SECTION TV - Vice President, Normer Sewyer, Wsupasa T
7., Porest, Langlaﬁe Harinette, Dconie, and Shawano Countiss
Antige, Crivitz, Oconto Falls, Fulaskl, Sheweno, Waben@,
Wansaukes .
18, Door and Eewmunes Countiss
Algoms, Gibraltar {Fish Cresk), Eswsunse,
Serastonol, Sturgeon Bay.
19, Calwesh, Fond du Lae, Gresn lake,
and Winusbage Counties S
Brandon, Briilicon, Chilton, Ksuksuna, Mariesan, Gmreﬂ
(Ostkosh, Piymouth, Rosenua&a Winnemonﬂe
£0, Gutagamie znd Wanpaca Countles : o
Clintonvilie, Littls Wolf {Menewa), Haricn, Hew Lomdon,: .
Seymour, Shiccton, Waupaca, Weyeuwega, Wittenberg
SECTION V - Vice Prasident, Meriin Dalton, Poriage
21. Pens, Gresn, snd Rock Counties CI
Albany, Belleville, Balolt, Tlinsen, Edgsrion, Jamesvillex
Mitton, New larus, Orsgon, Stoughton i
28, Jeffsrason, Levosha, Hacine, Walworth, snd Wauksesha ( ouﬂtie
Deerfisld, Ft. Aﬁkinqoq,ﬂ 3., havtfsrd Lake Gapeva,,
Lake ﬂi1ls Ooonomowoe, Palmyra, ?ewauke@ Raeine Go.mJ  :
Wankeshe, Whitewster, Wilmob R
23, OColumbia, Dodge, Dans, Fond du Leo, and Jefferson Coudtiss:
Boagver Dam, Columbus, DePforest, Ledi, Marshall, Mayville,:
Poynstte, Randolph, Waterico, Weupun : s
24, Columbia, Green Lake, HMarguetis, snd Yaushera Oountiest i
Berlin, Endeayor, CGreen Lake, Montello, Porbage, Drine&uomsj g
Wautema Westfield o
Vica presidents ars in charge of sectional contests. ALl contesfanis)
should have their membsrship cards. ALl district contests should be held.
not laver than April i snd all sectional contests not later than April 15¢;
The date for the state contest iz tentatively set for April 26, : :

Iuxemburg, .

Outagenie, Shebcyggﬁ’..”ufaé,

WEWS ITEMS

Debats Plan for 1940. The quastion of greater participation im the state
debats was discussed Fully both et the Board mesting and at the Annual meetv=
ingy/lTha Board, vested with the mondgemsnt of state contests, approved the
follow1ng plan submitm&d by the special commitiee, Messrs. Fischer and Lyon,
and Donald Olson, Bigh school dsbete coach, which will be in effect this y@ar
HEach district may hold & dsbate tournamezt of ihres rounds. On tha
hasiz of wins and loasss at least the nine highsat in the section shall’
nold a sectional debats tournement. Any school iosing only one debate :
in tas distriet tovrnement shell be sliglible o enter wiih the pre?ioualy;




] Wigconsin High School Forensic Association

selected nine schools into the secticnal tournamen%mj/f/

Fach section may hold a dsbats tournesment of three rounds. 0On the
bagis of wine and loszes at least the three highest schools and all 1ied
with them on & basis of wing zmd lossss will be eligible to partisipate
in the state Tipals.

The state finals will eonsist of thres rounds. The highest school and
all tied with it on the basis of wins and losses will be comsidersd the
state chawmpilons.

Amepdments Pagsed at she Amnuel Heeting and in Effect Thiep Year. Ses
Extemporsnesus Sposking. See Opation =md Declamation. Sinee the orations
and declamations supplied by the Forensic Assoclataon ars Ywelve minutes ig
Length 1% will be necessary %o cut these selections to ten minutes. No naw
aglections will be supplied this yeer bsesuse of ths limitation of funds.

Boerd. The re-electsd Board members to sorve io dates indirated ere as
folipwas

Fau Claire Ddstriet: B, M. Lyon, Chippowa Falls ~ o 1942

Oehirosh Digtriet: T. F. UHeGlynn, DePare -- to 1943

Waiteweter Distriet: Chas. A. Jahr, Elkhorn ~- fo 1942

Superintendsnt B, §. McEean, Tomuzh ~- re-slected ss chairman,

Management of Jontsats. The Constitution provides for the menagement of
sontests ag foellows: league Conitegt--Lrticle T,--3. The officsrs of each
Loague shall be & Uheirman and a Beeretary-Trsesurer. DMatricet lonlegi--
Article VI,--2., An Executive Commitise compesed of ons yepresssiative from
the State Teachers® College, one high school priucipal, and two coaches or
teachers of Public Spesking.

Reading Contest. By voie at the annual mesting of the Board, pon-humorous
figction inoveli was galected as the type for the reading contest for this vear.

Extemporangous Spesking, The folldwing smendment, adopted in accordance
with constitutional provisieon, is in effect this year:

Article VII, Rule &, last ssntence to be amsnded o read: He may bring
printed reforemces to use in the preparation of a four-minute @psech on
the ftople chosen.

Mo notes may be used when giving the spsech. The planm of asking gquesiions
of each contestant will be sontinusd.

By aedtlon of the Board, the toplece for exbtemporaneous spoaking for this
year and next ysar will bs selected from the February, Hareh, and April iasuss
ol the Americon Observer, Current History, News Week, and Scholastie--Sogial
Studies Bdition.

Weither the Depariment of Debsting and Public Diseussion nor the Forsnsic
LAzgoelation is prepared Yo Lend coples of these magazinesm Bpecial subsorib-
tlon raies will be supplied upon request. *

Orstion snd Declamation. The following swendment, adopted in accordanes
with constitutional provision, is in affect this vear:

Ariiole VII, Bule 8. In the fivst sentence substliute ien for fuesiys,
a2 gmended fo read: It shall be the duty of the chalrman o appoini
cfficial time keepers who shall atop the orators and declaimers ai the
end of %en minutes.

Prompting. Any student prompited shalil bs disqualified.

Lrticle op Ranking and He-ranking. HBecause of the guestions thav havs
arisan in regard teo the plapn of ranking and re-renking ussed in the speech
aonteste, the ssoretary was autborized o nimeograph the article from the
Wews Letter explaining the plam. Uopies will be senit on reguest o any
teacher ¢r coach interested.

Student Participation. Reparts wares received from 11V schoolsz, or ap-
proximstely £5%. 1t is estimated from the vreporis that approzimaiely
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, Cormittes to he announced later.

_tham four Institutes sach year in different parts of the state with cne dt.

TR0,000 studsnte participated in tha goheduled program of the Wiscon51n High

Sﬁh@m¢ Forensic fssnciation =ud ait lesst 45,000 participated in activitics ;
not ineinded in the regular schedule of the Asgosiation. No doubt sgeveral i
ol thess are duplieated, that is, the same studsnt partieiuated in hoth the
forsnsie and ths nop~forensic speech acblvitias, :

Osrtificetes of Herit. Ouly 1,888 Certificabes of Merid wers grant@a to
students Prom 194 senocie lagt year. The Boerd felt that many more studants
wers @ilgible to recsive Cerdificates of Merit than received them,: Every:
member of the Associabion 1g eligible to receive Certificaies of Merit for ;
al) of the siudents that have partisipated with any other school in any” svant
sponsored by ths Wisconsin High School Foreasic Association, All of those who
participate in debate tournaments that are scheduled =8 & part of the Foreasic_; -
Association metivitles are @ligible to receive the Certificates.

Debaje Question for Kext Year. Plemse return immedistely the Information
Blank on the Dehate Question for 1940-4k. The Nationsl University Extension
Committes meets December 26 in Uhieago. e f’..”

Nation~wide Radlo Dehats. Forensic students and teachers are advise&”af::_
& Tadio debais on Lhe ecurrent state debate guestlon, "Resolved: That the. ..
Fodsral Government Should Own and Operate the Rallroads.” The debabe ig. S

scheduled Tor Wednesday, November 15, from 1:00 - 2:00 p.m., Central Standard j
Time, over the NBC Blus Network., If the school finds this annual debateﬁ;f,-
worth whils 1% i most desirable thaet a card of appreclation be sent %o
My, Franklin Dypham, Educational Director of the National Broadcasﬁlng Company,
New Yark, :

Sueech CDonfersuce-in Madison. Becasuse of the interest in a wesk or tes—
dey spesch conterencs at Madison, which would afford an opportunity for in=
tensive trainlug in gpesch activities, another effort will be made this ysar
to plan suech a conferencs, There are so many conferences held in Madison -
during the summer that it will be very necessary that a decision be made aﬁ_
an early dats. If you fesl that your school could be represented ay such &
conference will you ¥eturn the enclosed blank promptly?

Special Committees Appointed at the Annual Meeting, The change in’ »he plan
of the activities of the Association has Tesulted in more extensive participa—
tion in state progrems and the consegquent greater expenditure of funds: ‘which
makes 1t necessary o elther curtail activities or increase the income._ By
motion et the sonual meeting, the following commititees have been appointad by
the chairman: ON DUES: Superintendent T. J. MeGlynn, DePere; Principal.

James A. Jones, North Fond du Lac; end Coach Domald Olson, Shawano. ON'A%ARDS

Mwards for Debate. Because of the new plan for debate, no statemeﬁt Gl be:
made in regard to awards at this tims. An effort will be made, however tc R
include’ information in the Februsry News Letter.

Spoech Inatitutes. Since there was not a sufficlent number ol schools that
sent in reglistraiions for the Laks Geneva Instltute, it was deemed advisable: e]
ahandon that Imstitute For this year., In addiftion to the Institute at Madison
November 17 and 18, an Institube is scheduled at Tomeh Jzmuary 20.. Te fol-
lowing Institute Committes was appointed by the Board to decide upsa not: mor

Mezdigon st the time of the Imtercollegiate Debabe: Prineipal H. H. Lyon,
Chippewa Falle; Prineipal Joseph F. Kraus, Stevens Point; and Superintsndent
Chas, A. Jahr, Elkhorn. [N
Speguh Institute in the Northeast. Clintonville Eigh School has extendad
sn imvitation to the Forensic Agsociation to schedule an Insbitute at Clinte
7ille. Raiuran blank enclosed to the secretary by November 18 if interesteda  j
I twenty schoocle express an interest in atiending such asn Instituts an effort

|
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